L ommumcatm 'Am Commumcatwn Arts C‘ommumcatmn Arts Confs
“ine & Industrial ‘Arts Fine & Industrial Arts_Fine Fine & Endustm Y
| Philosophy Ph:losophy Philosophy Ph:losnphy ‘Rhilosophy Phﬁnsopf f.‘
* Religion Religion Religioni Religion Religion Relizion Religion Reli §
k English Eng_l-;:h English English English English Englls\Q--Engllsh Eng
f General. ngmsucs Geneml ngmsﬂc:, (Jenerdl _Linguistics-&ener

Englis, English English EnglisiEnglish English English English En
¥ General Linguistics General Linguistics General Linguistics General |
¥ French French French French French French French French Frencb
¥ Literature Literature therature Lﬂemture therdtun.. Literature L&fﬁl’d
W COmmunIcation Art d 71, 11,1 {0 f | TAURNCAtion Arts Con 8
¥ Fine & Industrial Arts Fire & Indv mal *\rt*s Fine Fine & Induqtr_ta
¥ Philosophy Phl]OSOpﬂy Phulosopny Fhilosophy Philesophy Phliosﬁm_ i
| Religion Religion Religion Religion Religion Religion Religion Reit
{8 English English English Eng,h*;l* Enghsh English English. Engfsh En
il General Linguistics.General: l_pm,;,umtlci General. ngmstu,s General




First Published 1992.

Publishers:

ROBERTOU COMMUNICATIONS

ROAD 3 BLOCK 5

FEDERAL HOUSING ESTATE, ABAK ROAD,
P. O. BOX 2257, UYO

AKWA IBOM STATE, NIGERIA.

© Dominus Essien and Luke Eyoh (Ed.)

ISBN 978-2832-00-6.

All rights reserved ...
No part of this book should be reproduced

in any form without express
permission from the publishers.

Computerized setting.

Cover/Graphics Victor Usimkah

PRINTED BY

Cross River State Newspaper Corporation
Calabar.



CHAPTER SIX

AN INTRODUCTION TO
GENERAL LINGUISTICS

& B - ~
ENO E. uktm AND%AELDA I. UDOH

A: -
To a layman, the term 'Linguistics’ conjures a number of images.
He may have the impression that Linguistics is concerned with the study of
only foreign or exotic languages. He may believe that the linguist is an
wnusual individual with the ability to speak and possibly write many
languages. Linguistics, for the linguists, deals with some of the above
conceptions and more. Linguistics deals with language and its structure.
In other words Lingusitics seeks to investigate the general properties of
language structure and how they are exemplified in a particular language
{Southworth & Daswani 1974:3). More commonly, however, linguists
prefer to look at Linguistics as the scientific’ study of language. Just how
scientific Linguistics is, is our concern in the next section.

L.IHGUIS_‘IZIICS AS A SCIENTIFIC S_'ljul DY:
Scientific studies as we find in Physics, Botany, Chemistry, etc. are
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based on empiricism. This means that their subject matter is observed and
experiments carried out can be verified; hypotheses and laws are also
formulated. In as much as the subject matter of Linguistics is language,
linguists believe that language data, like physical laboratory specimens, may
be observed and rules concerning the structure and behaviour of language
may also be formulated. Other researchers can also work on the same
language data. In Linguistics, the linguist collects language data, groups
them into similar classes and makes some general statements about his
observations which may be further tested to verify the earlier general
statements made. If for example the linguist is investigating the Ibibio
language, he may make a general statement on the fact that most Ibibio
nouns begin with vowel sounds as in the following examples:

. a ebot ‘goat’
b ubok ~ ‘hand’
C ewa ' ‘dog’
d ufok " ‘house’
e abaii ‘water pot’

Such a statement will, of course, be based on his earlier -{}bServaﬂons on the
Ibibio language. Another independent linguist can also arrive at the same
conclusion after a careful observation of the Ibibio language data.

The reason linguists believe their subject is scientific is obvious from
the foregoing - since Linguistics deals with observable data, i.e. language
as it is actually used and not what it should be. .

The study of language as it is actually used by the native speakers
is known as DESCRIPTIVE LINGUISTICS while the study of language as
it should be is known as PRESCRIPTIVE LINGUISTICS. Linguistics aims
at investigating language with an objective and impartial approach.

B. THE SUBJECT MATTER OF LINGUISTICS:
From the preceding sections it is easy to see that the subject matter
of Linguistics is language. Linguistics takes a close look at language for
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two broad putposes. First, Linguisti¢s studies individual languages for the
purpose of providing complete and accurate ‘descriptions for them for their
own sake. Secondly, Linguistics also investigates language to reach’certain
gmerahzanons and conclusions on language. Such generalizations and
conclusions help linguists propound theories on language universals,
language acqmmnon and llngmstlc theories (Cryslal 1974).

What then is languagc‘? Languagc is used by all human beings in all e
human activities. Lanugage can be viewed both functionally in terms of the
various uses language can be put to and formally with respect to how

. language is structured or organized. Given these two functions of language,

« linguists have attempted to define language to embrace both aspects. A few
. of such defifiitions of language are now provided below. Crystal (1974),
| defines language as "human vocal noise (or the: graphlc representation of .
this noise in writing) used systematlcall}' and conventionally by a communi-
ty for purposes of communication ...". Language has also been defined as
a system of communication ... almﬂst wholly based on pur€ or arbitrary
convention; (Robins, 1980); and finally, Bloch and Trager (1942) define -
language as "a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which a
social group cooperates and interacts 2 ' .

——r

From the above, it appea:s that ‘there is no generaﬁy agreed
definition of the term ’language”. If we regard language merely as a system
of communication, then both verbal and non-verbal signs would fall into
what is regarded as language. For example, ‘eyei’ and ‘ndom’ which are
objects in the Ibibio culture are words in the Ibibio language since these
T objects are used to communicate important messages in Ibibio. . The same
can also be said for the more familiar traffic lights where red means Stop;
- amber or yellow means be on the look ; |
. out to either stop or go while green indicates that oneshmndmm The
falking drum is another object which is used in communication in most
* African communities. It may be used to impart important messages or
direct dance steps. Among |
the Zulus, beads are used .in communication betwe:en SUitors’: and their
mtended brides (Pei, 1965), and in other parts of the world flowers are also
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used as a means of some kind of communication. Gestures are also used as
a means of communication and in fact some North American Indian tribes
"are known to have developed a system of sign language whereby members
of different groups, speaking dissimilar languages could carry on lengthy
conversations about any topic..." Pei. 1965). Such a science is referred to
as Pasimology. Even silence in certain contexts e.g. love situation can
communicate something (cf Essien n.d. "Language in Africa").

Quite apart from the consideration of language as a means of
communication in the above definitions, language is also said to be sound.
But if language is merely sound, then we might as well say that since the
barking of dogs, roaring of lions, and the clap or thunder are sounds, they
can qualify as language. However, these do not help us in human
communication and they are referred to as non-linguistic systems of
communication or noise. Linguists do not investigate this area. This is left
to the field of study known as Semiotics. Linguists concentrate on the
strictly linguistic system of communication which involves human speech
sounds for communication. In order therefore to resolve the problem of an
adequate definition of language, linguists provide a list of characteristics for
‘human language.

C.  CHARACTERISTICS OF LANGUAGE:

As pointed out earlier, linguists investigate language for two primary
reasons: to provide a complete description of specific languages and from
these descriptions arrive at general conclusions on the nature of language.
From their pursuits, therefore, linguists have observed that there are certain
qualities which are common to all human languages. These observations are
verifidble.

Some of the important characteristics of language include the
following: :

Language is primarily sound.

Language is meaningful.

Language is linear.

Language is systematic or organized.

Language is arbitrary.
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} Language is conventional.

Language is a system of contrasts.

Language is creative or productive.

Language has the characteristic of displacement.
Language is non-instinctive.

Language is unique.

We will now elaborate on each of these characteristics.

That language is primarily sound implies that all human languages
make use of human speech sounds. Human speech sounds are produced
when air from the lungs i modified in the throat, mouth or nose. Such a
modification may lead to two types of speech sounds: vowels and conso-
nants. The glottis may also act as a source or numan speech sounds. The
vowels are produced when there is no friction whatsoever of the air from
the lungs whereas consonants are produced with either some friction or
complete blockage of the air from the lungs. These speech
sounds so produced are received by another human being through the ear
and interpreted by the human brain as meaningful units. Language or
combination of sounds is meaningful only to those who share the same set
of symbols and meaning. The production of speech sounds will be revisited
under Phonetics. Human language is therefore primarily speech which is
later converted to writing in some languages.

Language is meaningful. Language can only be meaningful to the
speakers who share a particular linguistic system. As noted aiready,
language is necessary for communication. For communication to take place
effectively, what is said by the speaker has to be meaningful or understood
by the hearer. Before this can happen, it is assumed that the speaker and
the hearer or listener must share a linguistic system or language. Language
would cease to be meaningful if one were to speak Ibibio language to
another who does not share the Ibibio linguistic system.

That Language is linear is to be understood as meaning that language
‘is described as a string or sequence of sounds with one sound following the
other to form words, phrases, and sentences.

99



When language is said to be systematlc 1t means that language is
organized. Ther¢ is a définite number of sound units which dre used in
different combinations to produce different morphemes. These morphemes
and words are in turn organised into phrases and sentences using the same
sound units. For instance, from the following English sounds /&7, /&/,/
¥/t we can derive the words |33t ), and xRy which n tirn can be
combined to form the phrase /F»txg/ (that cat). This organization and
interrelationship in language is also called DUAL ORGANISATION

That Language is ‘arbitrary cloes not mean that langnage is not
organized. Rather we mean that there is no system in the way-signals and

phenomena correspond. The same phenomenon in nature may be signalléd

by different nomenclature depending on the language. For instance, the *

animal dog, is so called in English, ewa in Ibibio language, eja in Yoruba,
‘nkita in Igbo and chien in French. All the different names refer to the
same object. There is no obvious reason why this variation occurs, or why
a particular language has the particular name for this animal. Language is
arbitrary because there is no direct connection between the object and its-
name. There are a few exceptions when we are dealing with onomatopoeic
words. These are words which are described by the characteristic sounds
associated with them. For instance, the English word cockoo refers toa
bird which makes a sound similar to*‘cuckoo’.

That language is conventional indicates that there is an unstated,
constant relationship between a signal and an observable phenomenon.
These conventions are shared by members of a particular linguistic systenn.
Fm‘gmstance there is an agreement between all English language speakers
on the object to be referred to as dog. If such a shared conventionality
were absent; then there would be a lot of confusion since each individual
would provide a different signal for an identical phenomenon. Convention-
ality in language constitutes and also stabilizes systems.

Languageisa system of contrasts, meaning that ianguage is sustained
by a system of contrasts from one level to another. These contrasts are

evitlent at the phonological, morphological and ‘syntactic levels. At the
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phonological level /t/ can contrast with /df as in /tip/ and /dip/ or /%/ with-
#/ as in /megd/ and mad/ in the English language. At the morphological or
word level, cow can contrast with goat; book with pencil; air with pain,
ctc. Finally, at the sentence or syntactic level, one can also establish a
contrast as in the following sentences: -

The carpet is clean.

The carpet is dirty.

The book was given to him as a present.
The book was bought by him for a present.

2.

oo o

Lanuguage is creative or productive in the sense that human beings
are capable of creating and understanding new utterances not spoken or
heard before provided that the speaker and the nearer share the same
language. This is why creative writers create a new world through their
mnovative and creative use of language.

Closely related to the characteristic of creativity in language is the
fact that language has a displacement characteristic. This means that one
can use human language to discus things, events, ideas, and, feelings one
has not experienced before. One can also use language to talk about an
object or phenomenon which is not present at the time of discussion. Man
can therefore tell lies because of this characteristic of language (Southworth
and Daswani 1974:11). Language itself also benefits from this characteristic
in that it can enrich itself by borrowing from other languages to talk about
concepts not indigenous to that particular linguistic system.

Language is non-instinctive since it is an acquired or learned skill.
All human beings acquire language by actively learning language from their
language communities. When a human child is not exposed to any form of
human language, that child will not speak any form of intelligible human
language. Language acquisition is not like a baby’s cry which occurs
instinctively at birth without having to be learnt from parents. Human
language then has to be acquired.
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Each language is unique because each language has its individual
systematic network of contrasts. Even where two languages share the same
segments, these segments are definitely organised and combined in different
ways. For instance, both English and Ibibio linguistic systems have  /p/.
However, the English /p/ may occur at the beginning of an English word
as in "pound’, ’pail’, ’pill” but the Ibibio /p/ never occurs at the beginning
of a word; it may occur in the middle or end of a word as in the following
examples:

3 a dippe “lift up’
b koppo ‘unlock’
¢ etap “saliva’
d ndap ‘dream (noun)’

- Farther, all languages are similar. This in no way contradicts the
idea that each language is unique. All languages are similar because they
share certain common features. All languages have vowels and consonants
which are the basic speech segments, albeit in differing numbers and
degrees; languages also share some grammatical categories like nouns, verbs
and meanings attached to these categories. This characteristic gives impetus
to the need for the investigations in Linguistics which aim partly at
providing linguistic universals based on common similarities observed in
human languages.

Other characteristics of language are as follows:

Language is rooted in a human community. =

Language is not inherited from parents as one inherits certain physical traits
# but is learned or acquired.

Every language is complete and suited to the community in which it is

rooted. ' e

Every language has a grammar which may or may not be written.

Every language changes (Essien n.d.) &

2. DIVISIONS OF LINGUISTICS .

Linguistics comprises two broad areas of study: DESCRIPTIVE
(Synchronic) Linguistics and HISTORICAL (Diachronic) Linguistics. ;
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Descriptive Linguistics deals with the description of specific
Ianguages at a particular point, specifically at the present ....time, while
historical Linguistics as the name suggests, is concernced. with changes in
Ianguage across time.

Linguistics itself in the modern sense is descriptive because the task
of the linguist is to describe the way native speakers of languages actually
speak these languages. In.order that the work of linguists may be made
easier, both. the descriptive. (synchronic) and the historical (diachronic)
branches of Linguistics are divided further into smaller manageable units.
Such divisions simply serve to ease the work of the linguist. It does not in
any way suggest that language can be neatly compartmentalized into box-
like units with no relationship between one unit and the other. Infact such
units serve for a convenient means of analyses.

LEVELS OF LINGUISTIC DESCRIPTION

Since language is an enormous entity, linguists have found it
convenient to split its analyses into manageable levels. These levels are:
(a) Phonetres  (b) Phonology () Morphology
(d) Syntax (e) Semantics "

" Phonetics is the level of linguistic description which deals with the
human speech sounds and their characteristics. A speech sound is any
phonetically distinct unit of sound produced by the human speech organs.
The speech organs are found mainly in the mouth and they include the two
lips, the teeth, the tongue, the palate, velum, uvuia and the pharynx; the
lungs provide the air which is modified in the oral or nasal cavity for speech
production. The branch of linguistics known as Phonetics may be further
divided into three areas.

These are: :
(a) articulatory phonetics which deals with how the sounds we use 1n
. speech production are produced.

(b)  acoustic phonetics which deals with the physical properties of sound
waves as well as the transmission of such waves from a speaker’s
mouth to the hearer’s ear.
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(¢)  auditory phonetics which is concerned with the results of these.
effects on the ear, the nerves and the perception in the brain.

Phonetics also provides an accurate way of
writing the acwal human speech sounds accurately. This type of writing or
representation is known as phonetic transcription. There are two kinds of
phonetic transcription: the broad and narrow phonetic transcriptions.
Phonetic transcription is different from the ordinary orthographic writing
because in some languages the spelling system does not exactly correspond
with the actual speech sounds used. For instance, the following English
words have the orthographic spellings: caught, teacher, man, 2
but the following phonetic transcriptions: /ko: t/ /nj/ /m¢n/,
Jrjumavnia/ .
Phonetic transcripnons are always enclosed in slanting brackets.
PHONOLOGY::

‘Phonology is the branch of linguistic study that deais with the
organization of speech sounds into meaningful units in particular languages.
It investigates the speech sounds of a particular language and how such
speech sounds are organized. The phonology of a language is also known
as the sound system of a language. If we consider the sounds /p/ and /b/
in English phonologically, one can say that they are significant, contrastive
or phonemic because of their use in the English phonological system as in
the following examples: pin/bin. /p/ and /b/ are phonemes in English.
Phonemes are the significant or contrastive or meaning - distinguishing
speech sounds of a language. The difference in the meanings of the two
items is as a result of the two initial sounds. The phonology of another
Janguage which may have the same sounds /p/ and /b/ may not have the
statement that /p/ and /b/ are significant or contrastive sounds in the same
position. In the Ibibio language for instance, both /b/ and /p/ occur but one
cannot find a contrast between /p/ and /b/ in initial position. However,
these two phonemes do occur in Ibibio and actually contrast medially
(Essien, 1990:1I).

We can then see that phonology
deals with the sounds or a language and how those sounds are organised into
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a system in that particular language. As a further illustration, both Ibibio
and English have the sounds s, p, r, but only English can constitute all
three sounds into'a consonant cluster to begin a word as in spray, spread,
sprinkle; Ibibio cannot organise these sounds into such a cluster.
Phonological statements of a particular language are enclosed in slanting
lines thus /pIn/, /In/ (English); /ben/ ‘take’ /kop/ ‘hear’ (Ibibio).

Apart from the vowels and consonants, other aspects of speech are
present in the phonology of different languages. Stress is a feature that is
used significantly in English and some other languages. Where stress
placement ‘occurs on certain words may determine the class of such words
as in the following examples: . s '

4. a . 'export - -~ Noun'
b ex‘port , Verb
c ‘import - Noun
d  im'port  Verb

the accent marks on the words signify stress. Stress -'is important in a
~‘aguage like English and is therefore part of the phonology of English.

ser languages like Ibibio make use of tone significantly in that the nature

cf tone may be the only factor in changing the meaning of one word from
another as in the following examples from Ibibio.
4 f a dp = ‘buy’

b= dép “fall (as in rain)” ik
c ’kodp ~“dish out food’ 2 ;
d Ky Qock’

Examples 5(a) and (c) have high tones while (b) and (d) have low tones.
One can then have English phonology, Ibibio phonology, Igbo phonology,
Hausa phonology, German phonology, etc. |

Morphology is concerned with the study of word formation and the
_Internal strycture of words and morphemes. Phonology. organizes signifi-
" cant speech sounds into torphemes and words which are then investigated
under Morphology. The basic unit in Morphology is the morpheme just
as the phoneme is the basic unit in Phonology. The morpheme is common-
ly defined as the smallest meaningful part of a word. In a word like boys,
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there are two morphemes: boy and the plural morpheme-s. Each of the two
morphemes is the smallest meaningful part of the word boys; an item like
unfaithful has three constituent morphemes as follows: umn- the negative
morpheme, faith- a free morpheme and full-a derivational bound mor-
pheme.

The structure of a word can be said to consist of tne root and its
affixes. The root of a word is the basic and uninflected form of a word.
Again, if we take the item boys, the root will be boy which is the basic and
uninflected form. There are thrce types of affixes: prefixes, infixes and
suffixes. The prefix is an affix which is added before the root of a word.
In J.mmss]hlg the prefix is ijm-. The infix is an affix that can be found
within the root. In the Igbo word anumanu- ’animal kingdom’, -ma- is the
mtmﬁxsmceltoccursw Jup- anu-anu. The suffix is an affix attached after
the root. For instance, in the word faithful - ful is the suffix since it
occurs after the root faith. In the study of morphology, reference is also
made to the term stem. According to Tomori (1977:32) “the ’stem’ of a
word is that part of the word to which the last morpheme in the word is
structurally added.” see also (Geason 1978) on stem.

The branch of linguistics known as Morphology may also be divided
into Inflectional and Derivational morphology. Inflectional morphology
deals with inflections which are mainly grammatical; for instance, plural
markers, negative markers, tense and aspectual markers which do not
change the word classes. If we consider the items boys and unnpatural.
The plural morpheme -s in boys and the negative morpheme un- in

sunnatural do not change the word class of the items from noun and
adjective respectively. However, there is a grammatical meaning added in
terms of number and meaning. Derivational morphomes are those
morphemes which when affixed to words, change their word classes. For
instance, legal is an adjective but when the morpheme -ize is affixed to it,
it becomes legalize, changing its word class from apr adjective to a verb.
Legalize itself a verb can be changed to a noun by the affixation of -ation-
- Syntax deals with how well-formed words are combined into well-

= P ST RE— S F




formed phrases and sentences. Just as there are rules 1n organizing sounds
of a language, there are also rules in organizing words into well-formed
sentences, otherwise we would not have sentences. Consider the following

structures-

6. a The boys are listening.
b The boy is listening.

*c The boys 1s listening.

*d The boy are listening.
The first two utterances are well-formed sentences
because the requirement that in English sentences there must be an
agreement between the subject of the sentence and the verb in number and
person has been fulfilled. But the last two utterances :
violate this requirement and are therefore not
well-formed sentences. Sentences that are not well-formed are preceded by
asterisks as we have in 6(c) and (d). Moreover, there are rules on what
grammatical categories stay at which position in a sentence. This again
depends. on. the.rules. of a particular language. In English for instance
quantifiers occasionally precede nouns as-in the following examples:
& a two men

b twelve thousand voters
but not
Siaisia *men two _
b *voters twelve thousand -

In Ibibio syntax however, the reverse is the case; quantifiers follow the
nouns as in |

9. a ideen iba ‘two men’
; (men two) '
b ufok ata ‘sixty houses’
gl (house sixty)
but not
10. a *iba ideen
(two men)

b * ata ufok
' ~ (sixty house)
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The concern of syntax then is to consider how the words of a particular
language may be organized into well-formed phrases and sentences which®
are meaningful. S e s
SEMANTICS: | !

Semantics is the level of Linguistics that deals with the meaning of
Linguistic forms in morphemes; phrases and sentences. It also deals with |
the relationship among these forms. For instance, the word beautiful can

i

‘be defined by relating it to its opposite which is ugly. Altefnatively, it can
. be defined with other equivalent forms which have similar meanings such
as lovely, fine, etc. Semantics also deals with implicational statements,
- ambiguities presuppositions, word meaning, sentential meanings, idiematic
and figurative expressions, etc. i ' |
If we-censidger the word boys. It has two morphemes: boy and the
morpheme -§. The form boy would be interpreted to-mean.a young human
(male) while the -5 form means that we are dealing-with more than one
young human male. Consider the sentence: 52 MhoA
The letter 1s in the red envelope. = | 28
~ From this sentence we understand that the letter is in a red envelope not a
blue or a green one. Let us consider the sentence: | gl
- Yesterday was his red letter day.
This sentence is an idiomatic expression because we cannot interpret itbased
on the total meaning of the individual lexical items. For instance, the
sentence does not mean that he received a red letter yesterday. It means
that yesterday was a very important day in his life. One of the concerns of
Semantics is that it distinguishes between normal sentences that can be
interpreted based on the individual words in the sentence and those that

cannot be so interpreted.

Semantics is therefore a very important aspect of language study
since in the absence of meaning, language would be useless to human

beings.
DIVISIONS OF LINGUISTICS II

Descriptive Linguistics was discussed at length in Section 2. That
is one branch of Linguistics which is concerned with the three levels of
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language descriptien, "Core ngmstrcs assomehngmm prefer to cal the
areas so discussed.

This section will discuss other branches of Linguistics. These other
branches, it will be noticed, although not "core" linguistic areas, are very .
much related to language. Note that each of them has a mother subject and
as such deals with different aspects of language as will be shown shortly-
HISTORICAL LINGUSTICS: :

Language is a living phenomenon. This living quality in language
is-largely-responsibie for its-constant changes. Since there is no such thing
as 'uniformity in language", languages are therefore marked by peculiari-
ties. These peculiarities. are a result of the fact that language is "in a
constant state of change” (Baugh and Cable, 1978:16). The speech of an
individual differs at different times. The speech of different individuals in
a community also differs, thus giving rise to differences in whole speech
communities. These changes are constant but so gradual that one may not
notice them at all. They become noticeable only after some time. Language
being the sum total of individual speech habits of a community seems to
play down on individual dlfferences which most of the time are related to

"performance”.

However, where there is constant contact, between two cemmumues
there 1s a kind of uniformity in the language spoken by both communities.
But where communities lose touch and separation between them lasts for a
long period, there arise differences in their speech. An implication of this
statement 1s that the language which perhaps moved to another area would
now be in contact with another language and that association would develop
another hybrid, different from the one it left behind. Such differences could
give rise to varieties called dialects. With time and association, dialects
could give rise to

Languages thus have genetic relationships.

Two languages are said to be related if they are divergent continuations of
- the same earlier language as shown below:

I\
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A language that occupies the L position is called the Proto-language.
It can also be called a "Parent Language” and its divergent continuations (L,
and L,) are usually referred to-as-"Daughter Languages”, - (Southworth and
Daswani, 1974). ,

More divergences are possible and these could constitute a kind of
"family”. A "daughter™ language with time can become a "parent” as more
"daughters” emerge. This way, a kind of "family tree” is formed

represeutmg genetic relationships of languages.

Hlstoncal .ngmshes- is concermd with such considerations as
discussed above. It is the study of language history. It also involves the
study of the changes that occur in a language through a long period.
Sometimes where written records are absent, it also invioves a kind of
reconstruction of earlier stages of the language and the changes that could
have occurred in the course of its historical development
1.2 COMPARATIVE LINGUISTICS:

Comparative Linguistics is concerned mainly with the comparison
and reconstruction of languages to arrive at the Proto- or Parent-language
using what is popularly known as the "Comparative Method”. This method
was developed in the 19th Century and it is concerned with the sounds of
a parent language and how such sounds are reflected in daughter-languages.
The comparison of these sounds is done at the three linguistic levels of
sound (phonology), structure (morphology), syntax and meamng (seman-
tlcs)

Thls comparison is usually done W]ﬂl a view to rescmstmctmg the
parent language or showing ralan{mshrps between existing languages if any.
A certain degree of estimation is involved here as the time a language was
spoken has to be estimated. Of course, there has to be substantial evidence
recorded. But where there are no records at all, other methods are
employed. "Dating" is one of such methods; it-involves the computation of
estimated time-depth relations of things of common origin.

Some of these methods have been used and all the languages of the
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world grouped accordingly into eleven major groups as shown below.
1. Afro-Asiatic (spoken in Africa and Middle East) :
7 Algoguian (East Coast and Great lake’s Region of North America)

Atthapaskan (West Coast of North America, Apache and Navoho in
South West of the US). . - '
Caucasian (Caucasis Regiﬂn).q

Dravidian (South India).

Fine-Urgric (Western Europe).

Indo-Hittite (North America to South Asia).

Kheisafi (Hottentot - Bushinan - South Africa).

Malyo-Polynesian (Madagascar to Hawaii).

Niger-Congo (West and South Africa).

Sifio-Tibetan (China, Tibet, South East Asia)

(Southworth and Daswani 1974:317).

Sociolinguistics is concerned with the functioning of language in :
society. According to Pride and Holmes (1972:7), it is a discipline which
is concerned with “the study of the structure and use of language in its
§ocial and cultural contexts”. It deals with communicative behaviour
Specifically in the context of general behaviour of men in the society-
Constraints imposed on different aspects of a particular society are reflected
in their lingUistic behaviour. Different societies have constiaints depending
on their beliefs, cultures and traditions. For instance, there are different
linguistic fofifis for such thirigs as prayers, announcements, funerals, story
teliing, oaths, greetings, different types of oratory, etc. Again different
§o¢ieties have different taboos regarding linguistic behaviour. Certain topics
eafifiot be addfessed directly in some societies, but would be tackled through
proveibs, wise 82yings, etc.
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. The fhainl constraints ofi verbal behaviour of speakers in a society
ificlude aitiong Others; age, soeial class, sex, cthnic backgrotind, education,
Profession; linguistic background (MoRolingual, bilingual, of fuld Hngual).
Dide to stich constraiilts on language behaviout, every éﬁiﬂﬁiﬂﬁit}{_ has
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more than one language (dialect) in its inventory of communicative devices.
-Ifa commumtyhasmany languagesfordlfferentpmposes then all these
languages co-exist in such a community, it is said that the said community
is multilingual. If another community uses two languages to serve its
different needs, then such a community is said to be bilingual. Again, if

a community uses just one language, then such a community is monolin-
gual. Note however, that it is difficult to have monolingual communities
because of many sociolinguistic problems which are. outside the scope of ﬂus
chapter. A study into bilingualism and multilingualism helps to show very

clearly, the relationship between -socio-cultural values and linguistic
véfiation.

There are usua]]y twe levels of sociolinguistic study_. The first
involves the use of data on very large scales. These data are surveyed to
find out how whole communities use language. This is called "macro-scale
study”, (Pride and Holmes, 1972:7). On the other hand, there is the
"micro-scale study”, which as ﬁlemnmwsts -“mveolves examination of
_dndividuals’ use of their undeérstanding of the societal norms and values to

get what they want. Considerations such as. these mnong others, are,ﬂle
concern of Somcﬁmgulsucs .

Psychohﬂﬁlilstlcs is cnncerned larger with language acqumtlon and -
lmgmsﬂc behavu:rui' G ok
Language 48 i rfiental [ihenomenon Has many funcnons madlauon
offour relations with others, storage and transmissioii of humaﬁ khowledge
and culture, among others.

Questions reiatmg to lmgunshc ‘behaviour are not easy o deal with, -
As a result, this area of Linguistics is full of conflicting opinions. One of
‘such’ is’ the rclauonshlp between language and thought. It is accepted
generally that langua lays an important role in the mental activity, but
what 8 not y&t Is Whether thought can occur at all without
languﬁge = ;
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It is believed though, that thoughts are cundlnnned by linguistic
categories. Words (or linguistic structures) help in forming or retaining
concepts. At the same time, no two languages can be precisely broken up
to suit concepts. For instance, while some languages can distinguish .

between certain colours, others cannot. ‘This goes a long way to show that

lexical differences have some effects on thought. This is evident in the fact
that it is easier to think about things we have words for. e LA
Language, we all know, is a vital ingredient for mental growth.
While we are here concerned with the child’s acquisition of adult language,
it is important to note that Children communicate with their nurses long
before their first utterance of mﬂanmgﬁll words. The child first understands
what is said before attempting to produce words. The former is known as

passive or receptive language while the later is called active or productive - -

language. The transition from passive to actwe speech takes different forms - ..
in dlfferent children. , - _ " '

Applled Llngmsttcs as the name suggests, dcals w1th thﬂ appllcatlﬁn i

of linguistic knowledge and results to practical uses. Findings from both -
Theoretical and Descriptive Linguistics are used very effectively today in-

other fields like Sociology, Philosophy, Language teachmg, Anthropoiagy 2

and many other djsmphnes '-

G Dl-ﬁ@ussmns of Applied ngulsncs tend to centre on practlcal
_apphcatl@hs nf ngmsucs to snlvmg prﬂblcms More- deta:lls are gwen
:i)elow .

L The main emphasis has been in the area of language teaching, be it
" first or second language teaching. Linguistic application was first adopted
in:language teaching during world war II. This was as a result of the need
to teach soldiers the different languages they needed. for communication in
very short periods, Sifice then, many methods have been used and these
methdds are being fﬁifiSefi each year with more researches. Some of these
_memods inclide:
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(@  The linguistic Method which involves a lot of Mim-Mem (Mimicry-
Memorization). This method involves the mimicry of sam&dialogue
which is later memorized.

(b)  Contrastive and Error Analyses -
These two methods involve the comparison of two grammars. It is
believed that the areas of differences between two languages would

pose problems. Such areas are emphasized with deliberate attempts -
at mastermg the differences.

 Afiother area which-has-attracted }mgmsne*kzwwleﬁlge -and results is
the afea of translation. Translation being a very complex issue requires
special knowledge of language or languages that are involved in a particular
tase. It involves trdhsfer of matenal from L, to an L, at all levels:
phonblogical, syfitacti¢ nd semantic.

The third area which also needs linguistic knowledge and results is
the area of language planning. Although this area has since acquired serious
political undertones, it is still very much in need of lmgulstlc expert advice.
Apphed Lingusitic§ with regard to this area, marries an understanding of
linguistic structuré aﬂd language use with policy-making. At the same time,
it makes tise of irfdriation regarding language use and policy in under-
standing linguistic structure and evolution. The choice of what language
should be used for what purpose in a society is often not an easy task
because a lot of factors like historical backgmund of social groups, political
allegiances, socio-e€6hofhic pressures, ef¢. have to be considered. In most
African &piintries and other parts of the world, the battlé for a National

Manguage i8 quite fierce. Many countries are still battling with the problem
of a choice. Some countries in order to avoid "civil wars" have had to
adopt two or more indigenous languages, giving them the status of national
languages The criterid for choice are often varied. In Nigeria for instanee,
it is a matter of the population of the citizens that spei’ﬁ thig iﬁﬁ“ﬁage{s}
The threé "WAZOBIA" languages are spoken by the three consxderably
large ethnic grotps : i Ybruba, Hausa and Igbo. Ghana selected nine out of

the 45 languages of t the country for national status, Sﬂuthward and Daswani
(1974).

114




Language is a very important tool in all human endeavours. Every
thing man does is mirrored in language. It is so important to man that it -
even assumes such an important human quality as life. Language like Toan
is a living phenomenon. ‘It is "born"; 1t has "daughters” and "sons”; it
grows and may eventually die. a discipline that handles-such a phenﬂmenon-
therefore, must be extremely important because it has to rélate to all other
disciplines. All-others use language for transmision and recordmg of their_
findings. | : '

We need not go into much detail in an intoductory course such as
this. But note that each of the disciplines which has been discussed in this
chapter relates to Linguistics in quite an interesting manner: History giving
rise to Historical Linguistics, Psychology giving rise to Psychoimgmstlcs
Sociology giving rise to Sociolinguistics,among others.

USES OF LINGUISTICS
People outside the domain of Linguistics are constantly probing the

necessity for the field of study known as Linguistics. Quite apart from the
fact that Linguistics has.intrinsic value tothe devotees, it also has a number
of prachcal uses which are of immense benefit to people outside the field
of Linguistics. This is hardly surprising since Linguistics deals with the
study of language and language is a tool that is universally used. The ferm
commonly used to refer to the field of practical applications of linguistic
findings to other areas is known as Applied Linguistics. (whlch has been
discussed above).

The commonest area of Applied ngmshcs is in language teaching
and learning. Here the descriptive work of linguists and the techmques they
develop provide befter insight to the teaching of languages.

Closely related to the above is the input of Contrastive Linguistics
whose -studies on the sifiiilifitiés and differences between two differéfit
languages highlight #¥éas wiiére tAe iearners 6f these languages are likely
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to have problems.

An understanding of ngmstle'é assists is no small measure in the
translation of materials from one language 1o another. Lingmstic nsiEhts
have shown that translation is better done at aﬂ the levels ef langw
5 'descnptlon rather thaa at werd-for—werd IeveI '

.,,.a-

Phonetics, one of the branches of ‘core’ nglnstiea has very many

uses. This discipline helps people to speak languages well. In conjunction
with phonology, it provides a basis for the construction of orthography for

languages hitherto unwritten and corrects. defective orthography. Geaeraﬂy,

Phonetics is now used to aid leamers power ef mntatum as: well as mprove

. theearsofleamers L s

o

number of languages and dialects a parﬁeular nation may have. This will

 also provide information-on the number-of speakers and on Which of these

should be put up as na'aenal languagea in a multilingual natmn

; ~f£e@]emgﬂemﬂymymeeMﬁ comes to thelr languages
or dialects especially in multilingual countrics. Linguists can explain to

~people that all langaugea are ‘equal and that each Jlanguage is built to COpe -

“with the neec[s of that parueular language eemnmmty This goes a long
 way.-in. easmg tension with Tespect.to people’s_attitude of hngalstlc m-. -
" tolerance where a speaker of one Ianguage feels that his language is better f

R than the ether speaker S language
: Multilingua mﬂmmm&cw wﬂ.h a m!mber of language pmblems
| .ehxef among whu:h is the selection and standardlzauen of “a national

_language The linguist, armed with his knewledge of Linguistics, is-in- a. -

| _geed position to assmt in the staﬂdardlzatlon process of national languages

Many languages of the world, especially those with a hauted number

i e:f ‘spedkérs may face the threat of extinction. The work of lmgtusts can go

-a leng way I eﬁﬁlﬁmg and preaervmg aueh ldﬂg&ﬁg@
A1s

18 o Laaguage Planiing fer naﬂens is an area where ngm'sucs has_
: _Dlaéfﬂf‘ief}’ vital roles. First, hngulauc work assists in conpiling the actual -
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